August 2026

TEACHING A CHILD TO
RESPECT OTHERS IS THE
FIRST STEP IN TEACHING

THEM TO RESPECT
THEMSELVES.

MARIA MONTESSORI

Dear Parents,

August has flown by with beautiful weather and
lots of outdoor adventures for all the children.
It has been exciting to see the changes
happening to the building and this should be
completed in the next few weeks - the children in
the baby room have been particularly interested
in watching through their windows for things
moving on the scaffolding!

We have now wished all our school leavers a fond
farewell as they move on to school - they are so
ready for this move, and we hope the enjoy
getting to know their new classrooms and friends.

It has been lovely to welcome lots of new
families to the nursery and to see their children
settle so well. There has also been lots of
transitions between rooms and those children are
also settling well and getting to know their new
nursery environments.

As we move into autumn, please ensure that your
child has appropriate clothing for all weathers so
we can continue explore further afield,

with many outdoor activities taking place to
explore the changing trees, weather, and
temperature.

Nursery Holidays/Closures
23.12.2026 — Nursery Closes for the Christmas
Reopen — 4™ January 2027

Staff Training Day 2027 —
25t March
315 August
Staff News
We have welcomed Rachel to the nursery. She will
initially spend time working across the setting getting
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to know the children, we will find out a little more
about her next monthl!

Our recent staff training day was very
productive. Staff actively participated in all
sessions, which covered:

- Safeguarding

- Whistleblowing

- EYFS Updates for September 2026

- A Montessori 3 period lesson

- Professional Curiosity

Thank you to all the staff for their great
engagement throughout the day.

Safequarding
Ellie, Chloe and | are the Designated Safeguarding

Leads at the nursery, please come and talk to us if you
have any worries or concerns, we may be able to help
with.

Whilst attendance at nursery is not statutory, as part of our
Safeguarding and Attendance policies we are

required to keep a record of attendance. If a child does not
arrive for their expected session, a telephone call

(to priority and secondary numbers, e.g. home and work)
will be made to the main carer at 10am, or 2pm if the child
is expected for the afternoon session, to establish the
reason for the absence.

Please let us know if your child is unwell, going on holiday
or having a day at home so we can make a note for our
records.

Thank you.

. .
+9®4 Raise York

' Your Family Hub Networl

The Raise York website is designed to support parents,
carers, children, young people and anyone who works
with children, young people and families. Find out more
about the Raise York website.

York Family Information Service are pleased to share
that we have been awarded the Families First Quality
Award! We have been assessed by an external
assessor against a set of quality standards which cover
our statutory obligations and expectations of all Family
Information Services to support children, families and
young people. This award recognises the work we at
York Family Information Service does to support York
families, children and young people. If you haven't tried
us yet, why not get in touch to see how we can help you
and your family.
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Babies - This month we have welcomed lots of new babies into the room. The children have been
really engaged with lots of sensory play this month which has included exploring shaving foam,
transferring with oats and lots of sensory bags and resources. The children really enjoyed our
sand and rock pool tough tray. The staff introduced some descriptive words and gave the children
time to feel the different textures. Some of our older babies have been very interested in
transport, so we embarked on lots of transport spotting walks within our local community. Another
spark this month has been posting, and the babies have enjoyed posting lots of envelopes and
cardboard parcels into our role play post office. August has been a very busy month for gross
motor skills, and lots of the babies have enjoyed climbing on the baby gym and using the pop-up
tunnel and the soft play.

Toddlers - Under 2's - this month, our younger toddlers have been taking a lot of walks around our
local area, especially to Millenium Bridge where they love to sit and watch and wave at the boats
passing by. The children really enjoy singing and particular favourites are "Row, Row, Row Your
Boat"” and "3 Little Ducks”, both sparking our walks o the bridge and pond in the park. We also
visited the woods and as the children were inspired by the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar,
we became our own hungry caterpillars and spent the morning looking at all the fruits on the
different frees. We have been caring for our environment by watering the plants across the
nursery, talking about what they need to keep healthy. We have also been very creative this
month, with lots of mark making and painting, which helps to develop our fine motor skills and we
have practiced naming colours and shapes.

We have spent time with our friends from the baby which has been lovely and our children were so
gentle and loved helping and playing with them.




The Yorkshire
August 2026 Montessori

Nursery

Toddlers - Over 2's - this month our older toddlers also enjoyed lots of trips out and about in
our local community. A particularly favourite destination was Danesmead Woods where the
children can climb the trees, role play and play hide and seek! We have also stopped on Millennium
Bridge a lot o watch the boats. Exploring our environment often translates into sparks for
indoor activities. We have seen lots of wildlife, especially ducks, on our excursions which has
inspired lots of conversations about birds. Minibeasts has been a big spark this month, having
seen so many caterpillars in our environment. The children have enjoyed learning about the
lifecycle of a caterpillar, and we created lots of lovely artwork and activities linked to this. Tt
has been so lovely getting out and about with the children and they have all shown a lot of
curiosity about the world around them.

Pre School - in August we were very focused on seasonal fruits and vegetables. We harvested
the potatoes we were growing in the garden, with the children picking, washing and chopping
them before eating them for teal We have also been on many walks around the local area to
collect blackberries. The children were very careful to avoid the spiky brambles and understood
which ones were ripe. We used the blackberries in our play, using our hands to mush, squash and
squeeze them, as well as using tools to transfer and mix the berries with water.

The children also used their fine motor skills to make some delicious fruit kebabs, chopping a
variety of fruit to thread onto their spoon handles. This activity was loved by all and sparked
lots of good conversation about colour, fexture and healthy eating.

Our leavers proudly showed us their school uniforms and loved talking about their school
colours, and all the different items of clothing they will need to wear once they start. We
celebrated the end of their nursery journey by having a special party tea, making our own 'pass
the parcel’ as well as playing some other fun party games!

We wish all our school leavers the best of luck in their transition to 'big school and are
enjoying looking at photos of them on their first
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We love being out and about in our local community
with all our children. Engaging with the local
community helps young children build a strong
sense of place, empathy, and social belonging.

Why the Community Matters

e Sense of Belonging: Regular visits to familiar
local spots help children feel secure and proud
of where they live.

e Social and Emotional Growth: Interacting
with diverse people builds communication,
cooperation, and empathy.

e Active Citizenship: Simple acts like charity
collections or park clean-ups teach children
how to care for others and their environment.

e Regular walks in your local park or visits to the
local library connect seasonal changes and
reading topics to real life.

e Supporting Local Services: Visiting nearby
shops, florists, or small traders helps children
understand different adult roles and
professions in the neighbourhood.

e  Charity and Giving: Participating in food bank
donations or community projects fosters a
spirit of kindness from a young age.

We would love to see how you use your local
community, where you go and your favourite places.
Please let us know by uploading some pictures to
Tapestry. Your children can share their experiences
with their friends using the photos as a prompt.

Iliness

We ask that you please respect our policy to reduce
iliness spreading and keep children out of nursery for
48 hrs after their last bout of sickness or diarrhoea.
This is to help prevent everyone else catching it,
including staff who offer the continual care valued by
your child.

If antibiotics are being used, we kindly as that you
keep your child away from nursery for the first 48
hours following initial medication.
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You can contact us at the nursery on

Invoices and payments

Could you please ensure that all new Government
Tax Free Childcare, Tax Free Childcare
Payments, Vouchers and Bank Payments are made
by the 1st of the month, in line with our terms
and conditions.

If you are changing the way you pay, e.g. With
the Tax-Free Childcare payments, please let our
accounts team know as soon as possible, or by
15th of the month on
headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk so
we can locate your new payments quickly and
easily. Thank you for your help.

Notice re payments after the 1st: Some
payments have been increasingly irregular, such
as Tax-Free Childcare, bank payments and
voucher payments. Please check your account and
payments, as you may need to specify the
payment date for the 1st of a month.

A 'late payment charge’' of £100.00 will be made
where fees continue to be late.

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter

If you'd like to follow us on Instagram and
facebook, we keep you up to date with lots of
activities here and any other interests too. We

are Yorkshire Montessori Nursery on Instagram,
and on facebook at @yorksmontessori

fulford@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk
Allison at Head Office on

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk

Best wishes
Rachael




