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Dear Parents, 
This year is just whizzing by! The last months have been busy all around with lots of adventures in the 

nursery, the garden and nature garden and on walks and visits. 

There have been changes in Safe Sleep guidance and Safe Eating guidance as well as safeguarding updates. I 

will give you a summary of these below. 

We have had our Ofsted Inspection which we are looking forward to sharing as soon as the report is 

released for publication. 

 

We finally received our Accreditation Montessori Global STAR Accreditation report which considered a wide 

range of evidence, including documentation and observation of the nursery. I have added an excerpt from 

The Montessori Global website about the scheme. 

 

Accreditation 
 

 

 

STAR serves as a marker of quality educational provision, differentiating Montessori providers and offering a sign that 
families can trust as they seek out the highest quality educational provision for their children. 

Our STAR Accreditation provides assurance to communities of quality compliance and on-going embedded practice routed 
in authentic, sustainable Montessori and Montessori-inspired, practice for nurseries, pre-schools, home-based educators, 
early-intervention, community groups… the list goes on! 

We offer a spotlight to these providers and ensure that the education sector; parents; families; prospective employees and 
wider audiences recognise our quality mark. 

Our recognition processes centre around integrated reflective practice and fully embedded improvement plans. We 
encourage self-development and due regard for on-going quality management within professional practice and we support 
settings to identify, document, highlight and promote Montessori best practice, enabling individual settings to evidence their 
own journey towards successful Accreditation. 

Families and Communities will seek out evidence of high standards; compliance and professional recognition – all confirmed 
by the achievement of a STAR certificate and use of our logo. 

With this continued focus on the Montessori element of our nursery, I included information in previous 

newsletters about Practical Life/ Activities for Everyday Living, what they are and how they support the 

children in becoming confident learners throughout their lives and information about Sensorial activities, 

This time I have included information about Mathematics and how the Montessori approach supports 

children’s long term development through solid foundations. I hope that you are finding these guides 

interesting and useful. 

 

We are coming up to that time of year that we love and dread equally – Preschool children moving on to 

school! Our graduation ceremony, held in our garden, was so lovely. The children were so proud, and it was a 

privilege to share this with their parents. 

 

https://montessori-globaleducation.org/star/
https://montessori-globaleducation.org/star/
https://montessori-globaleducation.org/star/
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We are working with all children at present to prepare them for this major transition. School uniforms are 

part of the dressing up along with meal trays in the role play area. More regular discussions and stories 

about going to school – often gearing this to any specific concerns that a child might have. Teachers from 

the many different schools that the children will move on to have been visiting, so that they can meet them 

somewhere familiar and where the children are comfortable to support their move.  

 

We also consider how this might impact on siblings and friends who will continue at the nursery and will 

continue to support them too! 

 

We have been clearing and planting our growing beds and are now tending a selection of vegetables, herbs 

and flowers which we will harvest later this year. The children love planting, watering, spraying (and 

sometimes digging up!) the plants. This helps, at differing levels, develop understanding of caring, cause and 

effect (for examples, dug up plants don’t grow!), how things grow, the need for watering, the growing cycle, 

about our planet and the weather, bugs, birds and worms which are regular finds and Maths through 

comparing and measuring. So, thinking about learning….. the children have great fun while learning about 

nature, geography, science, maths, sharing and turn taking, responsibility and culture.  

 

We were very lucky that the weather on our Summer Fayre was very kind to us – it was neither too hot nor 

too cold. Thank you to all of you who supported the day and those who managed to attend. We were very 

grateful, and impressed, at how many families joined us for the activities. 

 

Now for the updates….. 

 

 

Staff Updates 
 
We are pleased to welcome Olivia Summerbell has joined the 

nursery and is based mainly in the toddler room. Olivia has 

settled in really well and is already building some lovely 

relationships with the children, and we look forward to 

supporting her with her qualification once she has settled in. 

 

We are sad that Dawn, our Evening Housekeeper/Cleaner left us 

recently. It has been great to have Dawn as a part of our team, 

and we have definitely valued her work and support in keeping 

the nursery clean and safe for us all. Dawn has secured more 

hours at her other job which means that she can work for one 

employer. Good Luck Dawn. 

 

We have been successful in finding a replacement for Dawn and 

Wendy joined us and we are enjoying working with her and she is 

enjoying getting to know us all. 

 

I know that you all know Helen, our amazing chef who ensures 

that not only are the children fed, but that we have interesting 

and varied menus which adhere to NHS and EYFS guidelines. 

Helen has been supporting this across all three of our nurseries 

and has recently been promoted to Head Chef across the group.  

 

Olivia Rimmer no longer works at the nursery. We wish her well 

for the future. 

 

We are looking forward to Ellie returning from Maternity leave 

in September. We have definitely missed her! 
 

Nursery News 
 
Babies 
There is quite a lot of movement coming up in the baby room as children are preparing to transition through to toddlers and 
new babies are beginning visits prior to joining us. We are working to ensure that the babies are familiar with the toddler 
room and staff and managing lots of visits!  
We have been looking at and talking about colours a lot this month. The babies have been sorting and matching colours to 
help them to differentiate between them. We have also spent time in the garden – exploring and building and generally 
having fun! 
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The sea and the grass in our 
rice tray provided textures 
and colours. We had lovely 
photographs of sea and land 
and the babies explored 
them. They used their senses 
to look at the colours and feel 
the shiny smooth photos and 
the rough and grainy rice. 
 
 
 

We have been 
practicing rolling 
balls down our 
gutter tubes. 
Hand-eye 
coordination is 
developed well 
through this 
activity. It helps 
the children to 
follow a process 
that can be 
repeated over 

and over. It is an early introduction to science and maths 
through using language such as large, small, faster, 
slower.  
 
 
 We explored the different 
textures of The Gruffalo 
story. We had roasted fox 
(rice), scrambled snake 
(spaghetti), owl ice cream 
(foam) and Gruffalo 
crumble.  

 
The familiar story was used to 
introduce the textures linked to the 
words and the children really 
enjoyed the activities. 
 
 

 
 
We explored cloud dough. The babies enjoyed the 
sensory feel of the dough and squeezing it in their hands. 
They liked shaking 
the colander and 
watching the dough 
fall through. There 
was much laughter 
and the babies were 
very excited during 
this activity. 
 
 
 

We just LOVE the farm animals in babies! The children are 
often seen getting them to talk to each other or making 
animal sounds. We can easily incorporate the animals into 
activities as well as having the animals accessible on the 
shelf. This tray used different textures and colours. We 
fed the animals, grouped them together and stomped and 
banged through the mud! 
 
 
We did some flower 
threading in the garden 
where babies were exploring 
the flowers and 
posting/threading them into 
the holes in the colander. The 
babies sat by the tray and 
picked up the flowers. We 
spoke about the colours and the scent, how they had long 
stems that feed them. They were then trying to put the 
stems into the colander. 
When the activity was repeated in the afternoon, some of 
the children were keen to try to post the flowers, showing 
that they had recalled the activity and  remembered what 
to do. 
 
 
 

Dinosaurs – what can I say? 

Children through all the 
rooms like dinosaurs. Some 
of the names challenge us all 
but the children, certainly 
the toddlers and preschool 
children, whilst not very 
forgiving – are able to correct us!  
Babies like the creatures and walk them along surfaces 
and talk to them. In this activity they were weeding the 
dinosaurs with spoons, tweezers and their hands. Good 
strengthening activities. 
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The babies thoroughly enjoyed 
bathing the dolls. Washing 
them and drying them in the 
sunshine. When they came 
back inside, they wanted to 
play with the dolls again. They 
were given some extra resources such as baby bottles, 
cups, bowls and spoons and they very naturally went on 
to feed the dolls, blankets and sleep mats were added, 
and the dolls were cuddled and put to sleep with a cover. 
The babies handled the dolls very carefully (in the main!) 
and made feeding and shushing sounds as they were 
feeding or cuddling the dolls. 
 
Home Learning 
Provide a few objects that your child can play with 
alongside a doll or favourite teddy. It could just be a tea 
towel for a cover and a bowl and spoon. Helping them to 
care for the teddies and dolls can help them to develop 
compassion, especially when you demonstrate how to 
handle them carefully, gently feed them and give them a 
drink.  
 

Toddlers 
Counting, shapes and 
numbers have been a 
focus this month 
with lots of counting 
and singing!  The 
children can join in 
many songs and 
rhymes and lots of 
versions of the songs 

can be heard from the children as they are working 
throughout the day. We are supporting childrn who are 
getting ready to transition from babies into toddlers and 
also those who are moving from toddlers into preschool so 
there is a lot of change at the moment. There is lots of work 
to support children in developing their language and 
communication skills and to recognise and start to manage 
their emotions. Our ‘ tiny monster’ books and our colour 
monsters with books, puppets and cuddly emotion 
monsters are all a part of this. We have been encouraging 
turn taking and we also hi-jacked preschool’s impromptu 
sports day where the toddlers had a great time! 
 
 

Some of the shape activities have been matching and 
sorting activities others have included shapes within them 
and we have taken the opportunity to talk about the 

different shapes. One activity 
which was very popular was a 
very simple tray full uf tissue 
paper shapes.  
They were different colours 
and the children enjoyed 
picking them up and watching 
them float down. They blew 
them and wafted them and 
had a thoroughly lovely time. 
Later, we added a fan close by 
so that the children could 

collect hands full and throw them in the air so that the fan 
would blow them around. We swept them up (a popular 
activity in itself!) and did it over and over again, trying to 
see what shapes we could catch. I really wish I could show 
you the children’s faces on these – they were just soooo 
lovely! 
There have been lots of activities to encourage 
collaboration and turn taking including games where we 
have to wait for out turn. This usually starts with a turn 
taking game with an individual child and a member of staff. 
This way we can introduce the ‘rules’ of turn taking in a 
gentle way, demonstrating how they work. We can then 
move on to pairs or small groups. We alo have activities 
which work best with collaboration which encourages 
children to work together. Building and pouring with pipes 
and tubes is great for this. The toddlers have been working 
together to work out how to get water from one end to the 
other. How raising one end of 
the pipe can make the water 
flow or how the water 
disappears if the pipe does not 
flow into the bowl. 
 
 
 
As always we have had so many craft activities. These help 

the children to explore different 
materials. As well as developing 
their creativity through 
exploration, the children are 
practicing their fine motor skills 
and in the activity here, they were 
also exploring how these cotton 
pads soak up the paint or coloured 
liquid and how the colours interact 
together to create other colours by 
dropping on spots of the liquid 
from a pipette. 
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We have been looking after plants that we have been 
growing on our windowledge. Watering and spraying them 
and talking about what the plants need to stay alive. We 
have also been regularly repotting them and continued this 
activity in the garden. We have lots of birds and insects in 
the garden and the children are always interested in 
watching them. Following watching birds in the trees, an 
activity was 
created where the 
children could 
feed the birds by 
picking up 
‘worms’ with 
tweezers and 
feeding them into 
a small hole in the 
birds mouth. 
 

We have been 
developing our 
physical skills 
too with lots of 

balancing 
activities to help 
to develop gross 
motor skills and 

confidence 
moving around. 
Lots of 

pedalling, stepping stones and balancing beams as well as 
jumping, rolling and throwing!  
 
Home Learning 
Give your child a bowl of water and a variety of tubs, 
scoops and maybe a sieve and colander. There is so much 
to learn through exploring how many small tubs fill the 
big one? What happened when you fill the sieve or 
colander? What does the funnel do? Can we build a 
cascade? This weather is great for this as we can keep the 
indoors nice and dry! 
 
Pre school 
Preschool is always a very industrious area. The children 
access, contribute to and plan their own activities. These 
are constantly adapting or being added to, to support the 
children in exploring, problem solving and learning. A lot 
of work is taking place to help children with their 
transition to school – this is why we ask you about when 
they are leaving us, so that we can make sure we do our 
best to help you to prepare them for their next step. 
It is also a time when a few of the toddlers are preparing 
to transition to preschool and the children who are ready 
to leave are very proud to show them how things work in 
preschool. 
 

Preschool had an impromptu 
sports day. Some of the children 
were talking about their siblings 
having sports day at school so – 
track events – running races, egg 
and spoon races, hopping and 
jumping races and throwing 
matches. The children had an 

amazing time and have 
carried this on by setting up 
their own mini competitions 
in the garden in the days 
after, cheering each other 
on. 
 
 

 
We celebrated World Earth Day by looking at land, sea 
and air and identifying habitats for different animals. We 
also made 2D and 3D models of the Earth whilst using the 
globe for inspiration. There is so much about geography, 
nature and science in these activities! As part of this we 
also spoke about recycling and what can be recycled into 
our new recycling bin as well as looking how plastics can 
affect animals especially in the sea. 

 
 
 

  We have enjoyed exploring 
frogs and the frog life cycle 
and feeding frogs and 
counting how many pieces 
of food have gone into the 
frog each time.  
We did move on to looking 
at the like cycle of a 

butterfly when one landed on a 
child’s leg. The children 
watched quietly until it flew 
away leaving behind an 
opportunity to develop their 
learning further. Thanks 
butterfly. 
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We have also been out a on a few walks  
- going to the 2 different parks and 
talking about and practicing road safety 
by walking carefully, away from the 
road and to look both ways when 
crossing. 
 
 
We had a lovely indoor construction afternoon with the 

bricks, hard hats and lots of tools and 
building equipment. The children 
worked well together and enjoyed the 
role play whilst practicing and 
developing their skills and 
understanding about structure and 
joining materials. We also had a tray of 
tiny diggers which were moving the 
earth around in the tray. 

 

More construction with a different focus with our 
Montessori Pink Tower and 
Broad Stair. Careful building 
with consideration of 
comparing sized and following 
patterns help to give a good 
understanding of 3D shapes, 
sizes and patterns for 
developing mathematics. 
 

 
Home Learning  

Collect a few small (or large!) empty boxes, tubs and 
tubes and a roll of tape. Ask your child to invent 
something for a purpose. For example, something to 

feed the birds. Their inventions can be amazing! 
Remember to send us a photo on tapestry. 
  
 

 

 

 
  
 

Safeguarding                                
Karen, Tina and Laura 
are the Designated Safeguarding Leads at the 
nursery, if you have any worries, concerns or need 
help and support please come and talk to us.  
If your child has had a bump or fall etc at home, 
please remember to pass this on to staff so that we 
are aware. 
 
Just a reminder…. Please do not have your phones 
out in any area of the nursery. This is part of our 
Safeguarding Policy and it would be really helpful if 
you could complete any call before coming in to 

collect your child. Thank you        
 
A recent change in the EYFS is our requirement to 
have an Attendance Policy. This has been introduced 
in response to a number of national incidents where 
had attendance been followed up, it is likely that 
there would have been a different outcome for 
children and families. 
 
As you are aware, our Safeguarding Policy already 
meant that if we are expecting you to bring your 
child, and you do not arrive or contact the nursery 
by 10am, we will give you a quick call to check that 
everything is okay. There will be no change to this 
other than we do now need to record the calls to 
confirm that you have been contacted. Please do 
your best to let us know when your child will not be 
attending. 

A copy of the Attendance Policy can be found on 
Tapestry. 
 
It is important that we keep all our children safe. 
Please can you remind your children that they 
cannot climb on or open the nursery gate or main 
door. There are some children who are currently 
very keen to demonstrate their skills in this area and 
we are obviously discouraging this. Please can you 
support with this should they attempt to climb on or 
open the gate when they are with you. 

Illness                                      
 We ask, in line with our policies, that any child who has 
sickness or diarrhoea does not attend nursey for a clear 
48 hrs after their last ‘episode’.  
This is to help prevent everyone else catching it, including 
staff who offer the continual care valued by your child. If 
antibiotics are being used, we kindly ask that you keep 
your child away from nursery for the first 48 hrs following 
initial dose. 
 
 

Immunisations 

As you will be aware there is some national concern 

around the increase in infectious diseases such as 

measles. As a part of this we forms that were initially 

completed when your child came to the nursery.  

 
If you would like to find out more about immunisations 

and the current concerns, there are QR code links in 

the nursery entrances. 
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Parking and drop off reminder…… 

 

As you are all aware, there are some 

times in the day when the area outside 

the front of the nursery can become 

quite congested. To keep all of us safe, 

the area is a one-way- drop off area. 

Please drive as far towards the exit as 

you can and if you are dropping your child 

off or picking up, please try to keep your 

time parked on the area to a minimum. If 

you know that you will be more than a 

couple of minutes, please park on the road 

(please avoid the neighbour’s driveways!) 

or across by the church. This means that 

more people can benefit from using the 

drop off area and no-one needs to 

reverse out onto the busy road. Thank you 

for supporting with this and helping to 

keep everyone safe. 
 

 

Funding for Childcare…  
It is important that you go on to the Best Start in  

Life website to check your eligibility - you can use  

the link:- beststartinlife.gov.uk 
 

If you will be new to funding from September,  

you will need to send a code to nursery along with your 

National Insurance number and take in your child’s  

Birth Certificate or their passport so we can validate 

 their date of birth.   

 

Everyone needs to revalidate their eligibility 

 every three months to ensure funding  

continues. 

 

Please let nursery have your code as soon as  

you receive it.  

 
 

You can contact us at the nursery on 

strensall@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk and 

Allison at Head Office on 

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for more 

about what we get up to! Follow the links below. 

 Facebook  

Instagram    
 

Nursery Holidays/Closures 

 

Bank Holiday -Monday 31st August 
 
Staff Training days (Nursery Closed) 

Friday 28th August 2026 
 
The Nursery will be  closed from Thursday 24th 
December 2026 to  Monday January 4th 2027 

 

Best wishes, 
Karen 

Invoices and payments 
Could you please ensure that all new Government 

Tax Free Childcare, Tax Free Childcare 

Payments, Vouchers and Bank Payments are made 

by the 1st of the month, in line with our terms 

and conditions.  

 

If you are changing the way you pay, e.g. With 

the Tax-Free Childcare payments, please let our 

accounts team know as soon as possible, or by 

15th of the month on 

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk so 

we can locate your new payments quickly and 

easily. Thank you for your help. 

  

Notice re payments after the 1st: Some 

payments have been increasingly irregular, such 

as Tax-Free Childcare, bank payments and 

voucher payments. Please check your account and 

payments, as you may need to specify the 

payment date for the 1st of a month.  

 

A ‘late payment charge’ of £100.00 will be made 

where fees continue to be late. 
  

http://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
mailto:strensall@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk
mailto:headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/yorksmontessori
https://www.instagram.com/yorkshiremontessorinursery/
mailto:headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk
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Mathematical Learning in Our Montessori Nursery (0–5 Years) 
At our Montessori nursery, children develop mathematical understanding through exploration, play and hands-on 

experiences. Following the Montessori approach, children use carefully designed materials that help them move from 

concrete experiences to abstract thinking. This enables them to build confidence, independence and a genuine enjoyment of 

mathematics. 

What children are learning 
Throughout their early years, children learn to: 

• Develop a secure understanding of numbers and counting. 

• Match quantities to numerals. 

• Recognise patterns and sequences. 

• Compare size, length, weight and capacity. 

• Sort and classify objects. 

• Explore shape, space and measure. 

• Solve simple mathematical problems through play. 

• Build early understanding of place value and the decimal system when ready. 

How mathematics is part of every day 
Children experience mathematics throughout the nursery day by preparing snack, setting the table, sharing resources, 

building towers, filling and emptying containers, gardening, cooking, singing number rhymes and playing outdoors. Adults 

introduce mathematical language naturally, helping children describe what they see and do. 

Montessori mathematics materials 
Number Rods – develop an understanding of quantity and the numbers 1–10. 

 

Sandpaper Numerals – children trace each numeral, linking its shape, name and value. 

 

Spindle Boxes – support accurate counting, one-to-one correspondence and introduce the concept of zero. 

 

Cards and Counters – help children match numerals to quantities while exploring odd and even numbers. 

 

Bead Stair – develops counting, sequencing, number bonds and early addition. 

 

Golden Beads – provide a concrete understanding of units, tens, hundreds and thousands, introducing place value and the 

decimal system. 

 

Short Bead Chains – encourage skip counting and prepare children for multiplication. 

Preparing children for future learning 
Montessori mathematics develops concentration, logical thinking, perseverance, independence and problem-solving. 

Because children understand mathematical concepts before being asked to record them, they develop secure foundations 

for future learning in school and everyday life. 

Supporting learning at home 
Count everyday objects together, compare sizes when shopping, look for numbers on houses and buses, cook using 

measuring cups and spoons, make repeating patterns with natural objects and enjoy number stories and rhymes. 

This approach supports the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (Department for Education, 2026) and Development 

Matters (2021). Through practical, meaningful experiences, children develop the knowledge, skills and confidence described in the EYFS 

Mathematics educational programme, including Number and Numerical Patterns. 


