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IN TEACHING, WE
PLANT THE SEEDS OF
KNOWLEDGE, BUT IT’S

THE CHILD WHO
MAKES THEM BLOOM.

MARIA MONTESSORI

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you are all enjoying the sunny
weather? We have been making the most of it
and also learning all about keeping cool and
looking after ourselves in the sun.

All of the preschool children have been helping
prep for our summer fair; they have made
prizes and even have practiced the games to
have an upper hand on the day. Thank you to all
those who joined us and helped raise over £500
for St Gemma's Hospice.

This year's graduation will be on Saturday 18™
July. This is a celebration of our school leavers
and their time at nursery before they take the
next exciting step to schoolll

Staff News

We waved goodbye to Aleema and Sabrina as
they head off on Maternity leave, we can't wait
to meet their little ones!

We also said ‘goodbye’ to Emma who has moved
house and starts at a new setting soon. We wish
her well.

Nursery Holidays/Closures
31.08.2026 — Late Summer Bank Holiday
23.12.2026 — Nursery Closes for the Christmas
Reopen — 4" January 2027
Staff Training Days 2026 —
Friday 28t August 2026

Funding for Childcare...

If you are new to funding from September it is
important that you go on to the Best Start in
Life website to check your eligibility - you can use
the link:- beststartinlife.gov.uk

If your child attends another setting or childminder
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in addition to our nursery, please let us know and fill
in their details on the Parent Declaration form.
Everyone needs to revalidate their

eligibility every three months to ensure

funding continues.

Safeguarding
Ursula, Ty and T are the Designated Safeguarding

Leads at the nursery. If you have any questions,
worries, concerns or need help and support please
come and talk to us.

We would like to remind you not to let any one
tailgate as you come into nursery, which has
happened a couple of times recently. If you do not
know the person behind, you please ask them to wait,
and staff will let them in or come and speak to them
if they are a visitor. Thank you for helping to keep
our children safe.

The local authority has asked us to pass on some
advice around babies and hot weather, you can

access it through this link :- keeping babies safe in hot
weather.

What is happening in Leeds?

The Toddle

From Leeds Hospitals Charity:

We’ve got a 1Tkm tropical-themed fancy dress
family fun walk for under-5s at Roundhay Park
on Saturday 22 August, supporting Leeds
Children’s Hospital. It’s a really lovely event for
the little ones. This is a link to the event on our
website Children's Toddle at Roundhay Park

Leeds Museum & Galleries Family Photo
Shoots

We're looking for volunteer families to take part
in photo shoots at our venues this summer. We
welcome families of all kinds to come along,
including extended families and children of all
ages. To apply, fill out the form on Leeds
Museums & Galleries Family Photo Shoots |
Leeds Museums and Galleries | Days out and
exhibitions

We have attached the Leeds Libraries Newsletter,
which explains the Summer Reading Scheme.
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Babies - mark making has been a big spark this month. We have created a variety of activities to
support this, we have used ice, brushes, foam, paint and balls. The children were fascinated by
the marks they made and watched as other children made marks too. We linked the mark making
to Asteroid Day and the children really enjoyed rolling the balls in paint to make a space
landscape. We have been spending time outdoors too, out on the decking exploring the equipment
and sharing the space with the toddler children. We also brought some nature into the baby room.
We created a tough tray with soil, flowers, minibeasts and a bird and birdbath! The children
enjoyed the sensory experiences handling the different objects and staff named the objects and
talked about the different creatures, with the children repeating some of the words and naming
the things they knew. We have been concentrating on turn taking and sharing during our activities
which has been a success and the children have been saying each other's names as they pass
resources.

Toddlers - we have been having so much fun in the sun in toddlers, enjoying all our favourite
things like building with Magna blocks, dressing and caring for babies, and riding bikes, but we
have also experienced some new, exciting ways of playing and learning. We have been practicing
new life skills and fine motor skills, using pegs to hang up our dolls washing, using tongs to fish
out rubbish from the ‘ocean’ and thinking about our environment, as well as looking at what is BIG
and what is small in the animal kingdom. We have talked about healthy eating oo and the children
helped to prepare some fruit and veg for their snack. They listened carefully to the instructions
and used the knives safely. During our morning circle time we have been having a go at some yoga,
and deep breathing to help us deal with all those big feelings that our toddlers are experiencing
at the moment, and some great dance and movement sessions to shake all the sillies out. We've
had lots of very exciting sensory experiences recently, exploring lots of textures, smells and
sounds like our imaginary trip to the sandy beach on a boat over the sea. We have celebrated
World Chocolate Day, baked lots of yummy treats, and met loads of mini beasts in our recent
forest school trips. Overall, we have had a great few weeks!
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Preschool - This month has been filled with lots of excitement our preschool children have;
taken part in a sports day at our local park along with family and friends, taking part in lots of
wonderful activities such as the egg and spoon and sack races. We even had a small practitioner
and parent race! Everyone deserved their medals and we definitely have some future Olympians
in our midst. We have embarked on a new zoological project caring for our new tortoise Olivia.
She is 11 years old and our children love learning about her habits, diet and how they need to
behave around her, we have even started to move like a tortoise around our room!

Zahra has created a miniature library in our room that has drawn lots of attention from the
children and is developing their love of literacy.

Beating the heat has been a real challenge this month with the unexpected heatwave, however
with our knowledgeable practitioner's it been a blast, using water play, ice transferring, relaxing
and reflection times and making the most of our shaded forest school area, not to mention the
endless water fights.

Our biggest challenge and achievements this month has been putting together our graduation,
most of the songs have been picked by the children and they have even been teaching each
other and the practitioners! Bring tissues!

Home Learning

Mark making covers multiple interconnected areas of learning —
Literacy: It is the precursor to handwriting. Children first learn that their lines, patterns, and scribbles can
represent thoughts, objects, or words.

e Physical Development: Large, sweeping marks made on walls or floors build shoulder and arm control
(gross motor), while holding crayons and using fingers in messy materials builds grip and precision (fine
motor).

o Maths: Exploring patterns, shapes, and symmetry lays the groundwork for mathematical thinking and
early geometry.

o Expressive Arts & Design: It provides a safe, sensory outlet for children to communicate feelings,
colours, and imagination.

Ideas and Activities

o Vertical and Large-Scale Mark Making: Tape large poster paper to walls or use chalk on outdoor
fences. Encourage children to use chunky chalks, paint rollers, or water with large brushes.

e Sensory and Messy Play: Fill trays with flour, sand, shaving foam, or gloop (cornflour mixed with water)
for children to draw in with their fingers.

e Natural Materials: Use sticks in mud, or paint with natural items like pinecones, leaves, and vegetables.

e Musical Connections: Combine rhythm and art by letting children draw lines and swirls while listening to
or playing instruments.

Value their marks: Celebrate their early scribbles by displaying them and treating them with the same respect as
finished pictures.
We would love to see your imaginative mark making activities — inside or out!
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Mango chicken

the boil and simmer for 3-4 minutes
Serve with rice

Iliness

We ask that you please respect our policy to

reduce illness spreading and keep children out
of nursery for 48 hrs after their last bout of
sickness or diarrhoea. This is to help prevent

everyone else catching it, including staff who

Invoices and payments

Could you please ensure that all new Government
Tax Free Childcare, Tax Free Childcare
Payments, Vouchers and Bank Payments are made
by the 1st of the month, in line with our terms
and conditions.

If you are changing the way you pay, e.g. With
the Tax-Free Childcare payments, please let our
accounts team know as soon as possible, or by
15th of the month on
headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk so
we can locate your new payments quickly and
easily. Thank you for your help.

Notice re payments after the 1st: Some
payments have been increasingly irregular, such
as Tax-Free Childcare, bank payments and
voucher payments. Please check your account and
payments, as you may need to specify the
payment date for the 1st of a month.

A 'late payment charge’ of £100.00 will be made
where fees continue to be late.

Place in a large oven tray 4 chicken breasts and cover with boiling
water, cover with foil and place in the oven at 190c for about 30
minutes. Slice 1 leek and 1 pepper add to a large pan with a little oil
and fry until soft. Add 1 clove of grated garlic, 2tsp of ground ginger,
Yatsp of curry powder and Vatsp of cumin, fry for 1-2 minutes then
add 2 diced mango and 1 x 400g of tinned tomatoes bring back to

offer the continual care valued by your child. If
antibiotics are being used, we kindly as that you
keep your child away from nursery for the first
48 hrs following initial medication

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter

If you'd like to follow us on Instagram and
Facebook, we keep you up to date with lots of
activities here and any other interests too. We

are Yorkshire Montessori Nursery on Instagram,
@yorksmontessori on Twitter and on Facebook at
@yorksmontessori

You can contact us at the nursery on
moortown@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk
Allison at Head Office on

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk

Best wishes
Christine




