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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We have waved off our oldest children to 

school now and nursery feels very quiet – this 

won’t last!! We are confident they have gone off 

as well prepared as can be for their big step 

into school.  

 

We have welcomed several new families to 

nursery and hope you are all enjoying your time 

with us, the children have settled well and are 

getting to know their new routines. It is also a 

time for lots of transitions as children move 

from room to room, their settling in visits have 

gone well and they are all getting to know their 

new environments.  

 

As we move into Autumn, we will continue to 

spend time outside so please make sure your 

child has clothing and footwear for any weather 

and spares to get changed into if needed.  

 

Staff News 

We have welcomed Peri to nursery this month. 

Peri has joined the Toddler team and is enjoying 

getting to know the children. Please say ‘Hello’! 

 

Kelly, Khalisha and Juliana continue to work 

hard at their apprenticeships, and Aaliyah is 

about to start a SEND Apprenticeship with 

Parenta.  

 

Our recent staff training day was very 

productive. Staff actively participated in all 

sessions, which covered: 

 

  - Safeguarding 

  - Whistleblowing 

  - EYFS Updates for September 2026 

  - The Prepared Environment 

  - Types of Play 

  - Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Thank you to all the staff for their great 

engagement throughout the day. 

 

Nursery Holidays/Closures 
23.12.2026 – Nursery Closes for the Christmas                      

    Reopen – 4th January 2027 
 

Staff Training Days 2027 –  
                                            25th March 
                                            31st August                   
Safeguarding 

Ursula, Ty and I are the Designated Safeguarding 

Leads at the nursery. If you have any questions, 

worries, concerns or need help and support please 

come and talk to us.   

 

Please can we remind you to make sure you close the 

front door as you enter and leave the building? Also 

please check this is closed before your child runs 

into the foyer.  Thank you 

 

Public Health Resource Centre Open Morning 

The Public Health Resource Centre (PHRC), part 

of Leeds City Council, is hosting a free open 

morning on Wednesday 14 October, from 

9:30am to 1:00pm, at Technorth, LS7 3NB. 

 

The event is open to anyone working in Leeds 

and offers an opportunity to explore a wide 

range of free health and wellbeing resources 

that can be used to support staff, colleagues 

and the communities you work with. 

 

The session will focus on healthy living and 

cover a variety of topics, including mental 

wellbeing, physical activity, smoking cessation 

and alcohol awareness. A member of our Public 

Health Specialist team will also be delivering a 

short, informative session during the morning. 

There is no commitment or requirement to book 

resources. Simply drop in, find out what's 

available that may be helpful for your work. 

More information and booking 

here: https://bit.ly/PHRC-Oct26 
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Babies – Animals have been a big spark in babies this month. We have introduced names, what 

they eat, where they live, how they move and colours and patterns. The children are particularly 

interested in farm and jungle animals, and we have lots of songs and stories to support this 

interest. Both inside and outside we have been building on our physical skills, jumping, climbing, 

low and high climbing frame, throwing and riding the tricycles. We have several babies who are 

taking their first steps, and they have enjoyed using the push along toys and walkers. We have 

enjoyed time outside with our Toddler friends who have been very gentle and kind and shared 

their resources, which was lovely to see. The children gathered several soft toys and had a Teddy 

Bears Picnic for them. The children then used their fine motor skills to serve them oats using a 

spoon and transferring from bowl to bowl, which will help them develop their skills at mealtimes.  

We have introduced the ‘Everywhere Bear’ this month. He goes home with the one of the children 

for a few days and enjoys adventures with the child and their family. We then base sparks and 

activities of these adventures. 

 

                        
 

Toddlers – It has been a busy and exciting month in the Toddler Room, with lots of wonderful 

learning, exploration and development taking place! A big focus this month has been oral health. 

We have been learning about why it is important to brush our teeth and how we can look after 

our teeth. The children have enjoyed practising these skills through our practical life trays and 

during our circle time discussions, making learning about oral health fun and engaging. We have 

also said a very special goodbye to our transitioners, who have now officially moved up into 

Preschool. We are so proud of them and all they have achieved during their time in the Toddler 

Room! At the same time, we have welcomed our new babies into the room, who have settled in 

beautifully and are becoming familiar with their new surroundings, friends and routines. There 

has been a real spark in role play this month! The children have loved using their imaginations in 

our home corner, pretending to cook in the kitchen, care for others and take on different roles. 

We have even had lots of little dinosaurs roaming around the room! Role play gives the children 

opportunities to develop their language, social skills, creativity and imagination. 
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Preschool – so much has been going on in Pre school this month! We have been talking lots about 

personal space and our personal bubbles. Our children have explored life cycles of bugs from 

spark moments, including a close look at some pond water to see what we could spot. 

 

The children enjoyed listening to the story Angelica Sprocket's Pockets, this led on to us using a 

sewing machine to make a coat full of pockets. The children used the machine with care and 

loved the results. We extended this by adding threading activities to the shelves for the 

children to choose.  

 

Preschool loved exploring their sense of touch using natural materials they may find in the 

environment. They described what each material felt like, using some really good describing 

words and learning some new language from each other.  

 

We said goodbye to so many of our good friends this month and wish them all well on their next 

big adventure. 

                  
       

                                          

 

          

Home Learning  

In our Montessori approach, self-care is a core part of the "Practical Life" curriculum that helps 

children build confidence, physical coordination, and lifelong independence. 

Key Self-Care Activities 

• Washing hands and face: Using a low basin, small pitcher, and soap so children can clean 

themselves independently. 

• Dressing: Practicing skills from general gross motor movements (pulling pants up) to 

specific fine motor tasks (buttoning, zipping, and tying). 

• Hygiene: Brushing teeth, brushing hair in a low mirror, and learning to wipe or blow one's 

nose cleanly. 

• Mealtime routines: Setting a small table, pouring water from a small jug, and wiping up 

spills 

How to Support Self-Care 

       Prepare the environment: Place items at the child's height, such as low hooks for towels,  

          step stools at the sink, and low shelves for clothing.  
• Move without talking; talk without moving: Demonstrate an activity slowly and silently 

first so the child can watch the physical movements, then explain the steps separately.  

• Support without taking over: Resist the urge to jump in and fix a zipper or button; 

instead, let the child try and offer respectful help only when asked.  

 
We would love to see some photos of your child developing these skills! Please upload them to 

Tapestry. 
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      Illness 

We ask that you please respect our policy to 

reduce illness spreading and keep children out 

of nursery for 48 hrs after their last bout of 

sickness or diarrhoea. This is to help prevent 

everyone else catching it, including staff who  

offer the continual care valued by your child. If 

antibiotics are being used, we kindly as that you 

keep your child away from nursery for the first 

48 hrs following initial medication 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You can contact us at the nursery on 

moortown@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk  
Allison at Head Office on 

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk 

Best wishes 

Christine 

Invoices and payments 
Could you please ensure that all new Government 

Tax Free Childcare, Tax Free Childcare 

Payments, Vouchers and Bank Payments are made 

by the 1st of the month, in line with our terms 

and conditions.  

 

If you are changing the way you pay, e.g. With 

the Tax-Free Childcare payments, please let our 

accounts team know as soon as possible, or by 

15th of the month on 

headoffice@yorkshiremontessorinursery.co.uk so 

we can locate your new payments quickly and 

easily. Thank you for your help. 

  

Notice re payments after the 1st: Some 

payments have been increasingly irregular, such 

as Tax-Free Childcare, bank payments and 

voucher payments. Please check your account and 

payments, as you may need to specify the 

payment date for the 1st of a month.  

 

A ‘late payment charge’ of £100.00 will be made 

where fees continue to be late. 
  

What is happening in Leeds? 
The MindWell website is Leeds' portal for all things 
mental health. It provides information about 
sources of support in Leeds, from wellbeing 
activities to crisis services, as well as self-help 
advice. It also contains lots of resources around 
mental health and promotes mental health training 
in the city. 
  
Free resources to the improve language and 
communication skills of 0-4 year olds 
CBeebies Parenting brings together trusted advice, 
fun activities, and real-life stories to help parents 
with all aspects of their children's early 
development.   
 Parents can sign up for the CBeebies Parenting 
newsletter at Cbeebiesparenting@bbc.co.uk  

 

Halloween Toddle 

Our Leeds Hospitals Charity Children’s Toddle 
Fancy Dress Walk sadly could not take place in 
August. Instead, we’re giving it a spooky makeover 
and holding it on: 
 
 Halloween, Saturday 31 October 2026 
 11am 

 Roundhay Park 
  
Little ones five and under, can dress up in their 
best Halloween costumes and toddle around our 
fun 1km route, with activities to enjoy along the 
way. Places cost just £5 per child, and 
accompanying adults go free. 
 

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter                

 If you'd like to follow us on Instagram and 

Facebook, we keep you up to date with lots of 

activities here and any other interests too. We 

are Yorkshire Montessori Nursery on Instagram, 

@yorksmontessori on Twitter and on Facebook at 

@yorksmontessori 

 

 

 


